
Maths home learning Summer 2 week 6 
Objective Activity-		doubling	and	halving	problem	solving	 Related activities  
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Re-cap	on	doubling	and	halving	–	adding	the	same	number	again	and	sharing	equally	into	2.		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jOzhiACB68	–	doubles	song	
Use	fingers	to	go	through	doubles	and	haves	regularly	–eg	-	holding	up	1	finger	on	each	hand	and	bringing	them	together	
saying	‘double	1	is	2	–	then	moving	them	apart	again	saying	half	of	2	is	1.	Repeat	with	2	fingers	etc.		
Once	you	child	has	the	hand	of	this	you	can	practice	by	simply	asking	them	a	question	like	–	what	is	double	4	and	see	if	they	
can	use	their	fingers	to	find	the	answer.		
For	doubles	above	5	–	encourage	the	use	of	fingers	to	calculate	it	as	an	addition	–	eg	putting	7	in	your	head	and	holding	up	7	
fingers	to	find	the	double	in	response	to	the	question	what	is	double	7,	or	getting	objects	to	share	between	2	to	find	a	half.	
Once	they	have	calculated	the	answer	–	practice	it	a	few	times	to	try	and	build	a	memory	for	doubles	and	halves	that	don’t	
need	to	be	calculated.	

https://www.ictgames.com/mobi
lePage/archeryDoubles/index.ht
ml	-	doubling	game	
Extra	challenge	games	-		
https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.
uk/resource/reception-halving-
numbers-game/	
Halving	game.	
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/res
ources/resource/306/Maths-
Fishing-Multiplication	-	doubling	
game 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozDsg78miNs	–	story	about	doubling	
Explain to your child that we are going to be continuing with solving maths problems.  
See if they can remember that when solving maths problems they should  draw the problem and starting with what you know. 
 
Your drawings don’t have to look like the things you are drawing as long as they are neat and you can easily count them. 
Example problem 

 
 
Ask your child what they will do first …draw 3 fish. 
 
The number of fish doubles. 
 
Ask –What is a double? – The same number again  
 
So what do you need to do? – draw 3 more fish 
 
How many fish are there now? 

 
Can you write the number sentence for this problem – will it be and add or a take away? How do you know?   
 
Try some other doubling problems using a subject of interest to your child – eg I had 4 sweets but my friend had double that – how many sweets did she 
have, There were 2 dinosaurs and they each had a baby, now there are double the dinosaurs – how many altogether? etc.  
	

Create some doubles stories 
around your house as you go 
about your day. 
 
Eg – Jamie had 1 sock on but 
he needed double the socks 
to have warm feet. 
 
Trent had 4 berries on his 
cereal – he wanted double 
 
Mum could do 5 jumps but 
Mary said she could do 
double – how many would that 
be. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=663FhDCwhkY	–	halving	story	
Explain to the children that we are continuing to work on problem solving, what can they remember about how to solve a maths 
problem?  

Ask your child what they will do first …draw 6 fish. 
 
What do we need to do? – Draw what we know.  
 
A shark came and ate half the fish.  
 
 

 
Here, You can find half by using your fingers, or you could use your pictures, Crossing them out and saving them in turn – one for the 
shark (cross it out) one for the sea (circle it) one for the shark (cross it out) one for the sea (circle it) etc. Check you have the same 
number crossed out and circled then count how many fish were left.  
 
Try some other doubling problems using a subject of interest to your child – eg I had 4 sweets and my brother ate half– how many sweets did I have 
left, There were 2 water balloons and half popped,– how many are left? etc.  
 
Re-cap main points – find what you know and draw that first, the drawing doesn’t have to be beautiful but it should be neat, it’s important to read the 
question carefully, remember that halving is sharing between 2. 

Create some doubles stories 
around your house as you go 
about your day. 
 
Trent had 8 berries on his 
cereal – but he needed to 
share half with his sister. 
How many do they each have 
now 
 
Mum could do 10 jumps but 
Mary said she could do half – 
how many would that be.	
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Explain to the children that we are continuing to work on problem solving, what can they remember about how to solve a problem? 
This time they will need to work out if it is a doubling or a halving problem.  
Remind the children to begin by drawing what you know and then thinking about the rest of the problem to decide if more are coming 
or if some are going away. Double – is adding, half is sharing in 2.  

                  
  
Re-cap main points – find what you know and draw that first, the drawing doesn’t have to be beautiful but it should be neat, it’s important to read the 
question carefully.  
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Now again we are going to use the idea representing the objects or animals in the problem. 
To do this it would be easiest to begin with an object or toy you have in the house, toy cars, or teddies, or lego people. 
Come up with a simple problem like the ones on previous days using this toy eg - there was 2 cars in the car park then the number of 
cars doubled – How many are there now? 
Explain to your child that the cars are not real, they just represent the real cars in the problem so you can work out the answer. 
Explain that you don’t have to use cars, you could use anything to ‘represent’ the cars (or whatever you have chosen) in the problem.  
If you have simple counters they would be useful here, but lego bricks, flat glass beads, or anything will do.  
Ask them to show the same problem again with these other objects pretending to be (representing) the cars.  
Give them some more problems where they can use an object to represent the things in the problem.	

 



	


