
Reception Half Term Autumn 1 2018 
Topic: Traditional Stories   Dates: 9/09/19 - 18/10/19 

 Development Matters 
 

Children will develop an understanding of: Children will develop the skills of: 

Personal and social development: 
 
Making relationships 

 To play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas, 
e.g. building up a role-play activity with other children (30-
50) 

 To initiate play, offering cues to peers to join them (30-50) 

 To demonstrate friendly behaviour, initiating conversations 
and forming good relationships with peers and familiar 
adults (30-50) 

 To explain own knowledge and understanding, and ask 
appropriate questions of others (40-60) 

 To initiate conversations, attends to and takes account of 
what others say. (40-60) 

Self-confidence and self-awareness 
 To select and use activities and resources with help (30-50) 

 To be more outgoing towards unfamiliar people and more 
confident in new social situations (30-50) 

 To show confidence in asking adults for help (30-50)  

 To confidently talk to other children when playing, and will 
communicate freely about own home and community (30-
50) 

 To confidently speak to others about own needs, wants, 
interests and opinions (30-50)  

 To be confident to speak to others about own needs, 
wants, interests and opinions (40-60) 

Managing feelings and behaviour 
 To usually adapt behaviour to different events, social 

situations and changes in routines (30-50) 

 To be aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural 
expectations within the setting (40-60) 

 

 
 
 trusting others 
 

 separating from main carer with confidence 
 

 the expectation for increasing independence in selecting and 
carrying out activities 

 

 having a positive approach to new experiences 
 

 helping others by giving encouragement and support 

 the behavioural boundaries 
 

 pride in their own achievement and appreciation of the 
achievement of others 

 

 
 
 

 having a growing sense of security  and trust by building 
relationships with peers and adults  

 finding their way around and accessing their new environment 

 managing simple tasks independently 

 managing their own personal hygiene 

 exploring unfamiliar environments and experiences 

 recognising when to look to peers or adults for support 

 being the more experienced member and sharing the confidence 
that comes with that experience 

 maintaining an appropriate level of behaviour on any area 

 applying the rules of the classroom to their behaviour 

 exercising self control when their unacceptable behaviour is 
pointed out to them 

 recognising their best effort when applying themselves to a task 

Communication and Language: 
 
Listening and attention 

 To focus attention – still listen or do, but can shift own 
attention (30-50). 

 To be able to follow directions (if not intently focused on 
own choice of activity) (30-50). 

 To join in with repeated refrains and anticipates key 
events and phrases in rhymes and stories (30-50). 

Understanding 
 To respond to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put away 

an object (30-50). 

 To respond to instructions involving a two-part sequence 
(40-60). 

Speaking 

 
 
 
 

 using a widening range of words to express or elaborate ideas 

 responding to simple instructions 
 

 expressing their ideas, wants and interest 
 

 why it is important to pay attention when others are speaking so 
you can respond back appropriately. 

 
 
 
 

 using new vocabulary and terminology relevant to the 
environment 

 recalling and carrying out simple instructions related to tidying 
up, caring for own belongings, safety, personal hygiene and the 
routines of the classroom 

 communicating with adults and peers to express opinions and 
needs, conversing with others, using appropriate conventions 

 using language in a logical and sequential way 

 listening carefully to spoken stories visual props. 

 Getting into role and using language suited to that role and 
interacting with story props. 
 
 



 To build up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their 
experiences (30-50). 

 To use talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and 
anticipate what might happen next, recall, relive past 
experiences (30-50). 

 To use talk in pretending that ozjects stand for something 
else in play, e.g. ‘This box is my castle’ (30-50). 

 To extend vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming 
(40-60). 

Physical Development: 
 
Move and Handling 

 To move freely with pleasure and confidence in a range of 
ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, 
walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping 
(30-50). 

 To run skilfully and negotiate space successfully, adjusting 
speed or direction to avoid obstacles (M&H, 30-50) 

 To draw lines and circles using gross motor movements (30-
50). 

 To hold a pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer 
using whole-hand grasp (30-50). 

 To hold a pencil near point between first two fingers and 
them and uses it with good control (30-50). 

 To copy some letters, e.g. letters from their name (30-50). 

 To handle tools, objects, construction and malleable 
materials safely and with increasing control (40-60). 

 To show increasing control over an object in pushing, 
patting, throwing, catching or kicking it (40-60). 

 To use simple tools to effect changes to the materials (40-
60). 

 To show a preference for a dominant hand (40-60). 

Health and self-care 
 To show some understanding that good practice with 

regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and hygiene can 
contribute to good health (40-60). 

 To show understanding of the need for safety when 
tackling new challenges (40-60). 

 To show some understanding of how to transport and store 
equipment safely (40-60). 

 
 
 
 

 negotiating space when moving  
 

 moving safely 

 moving with increasing control on both small and large 
equipment 

 

 stillness 
 

 the need to handle tools, objects and materials with increasing 
control 

 

 how to hold a pencil using a two fingers and their thumb 

 

 
 
 controlling their movements when climbing and balancing 

 steering and controlling wheeled toys to ensure the safety of 
others 

 controlling body movements when running and climbing being 
increasingly aware of others 

 bringing their movements to a stop, sitting or standing still when 
required 

 handling materials, objects and tools (scissors, pencils etc) by 
increasingly controlled movements, developing pincer and tripod 
grips as appropriate (c.c. link to gross motor control)  

 How to pick up their pencil, by nipping, flipping and gripping, to 
help get a good pencil grip for writing. 

Literacy: 
 
Reading 

 To show interest in illustrations and print in books and print 
in the environment (30-50). 

 To listen to stories with increasing attention and recall     
(30-50). 

 To look at books independently (30-50). 

 To listen to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one 
and also in small groups (30-50). 

 To handle books carefully (30-50). 

 To hold books the correct way up and turns pages (30-50). 

 To know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read 
from left to right and top to bottom (30-50). 

 
 
 
 

 how information can be relayed in the form of print 
 

 how books and text convey stories for us to enjoy 

 rhyme and rhythmic text and speech 
 

 passing information in the form of marks on paper 
 

 

 letter having a consistent shape and directionality 
their own name as a word 
 

 
 
 
 

 responding to print in the environment,  

 looking at books, exploring text and illustrations  

 holding the book and turning the pages correctly in response to 
prompts (either visual or spoken) 

 sitting quietly and listening to adult read stories  

 taking an active part in story sessions 

 describing the main story sequence, setting, characters 

 interacting with story props  and illustrations 

 participating in stories and rhymes, joining in repeated sections 
and completing rhyming phrases 

 increasing assigning meaning to their developmental writing 



 To begin to be aware of the way stories are structured (30-
50). 

 To join in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events 
and phrases in rhymes and stories (30-50). 

 To describe main story settings, events and principle 
characters (30-50). 

 To continue a rhyming string (40-60). 

Writing 
 To use writing as a means or recording and communicating 

(30-50). 

 To sometimes give meaning to marks as they draw and 
paint (30-50). 

 To ascribe meanings to marks that they see in different 
places (30-50). 

 To give meaning to marks they make as they draw, write 
and paint (40-60). 

 To begin to break the flow of speech into words (40-60). 

 To continue a rhyming string (40-60). 
 

Letters & Sounds 
 To develop children’s listening skills and awareness of 

sounds in the environment (Letters and Sounds pg 9). 

 To enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities (letters and 
sounds). 

 

 there are a number of sounds in words 
 

 of the initial sounds for the letters m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, 
k, u, b, f, e. 

 
 

 the need to sound out and blend letter sounds together to help 
read simple Consonant Vowel Consonant Words. 

 

 the need to segment words into their sounds to help when 
writing simple CVC words. 

 making a consistent representation of their name 
directing their pencil with increasing accuracy through gross motor 
activities which support the development of their fine motor control 

 forming the letters in their name correctly. 

 hearing, saying and writing the first sounds of a word. 

 hearing, saying and writing the middle and final sounds in 
words.  

 blending letter sounds together to read simple CVC words. 

 recognising and sounding out the letters, m, a, d, s, t, i, n, p, g, 
o, c, k, u, f, e. 

 



Mathematics:  

 
Numbers 
 To use some number names accurately in play (30-50). 

 To select the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5, then 1 to 10 
objects (40-60). 

 To count an irregular arrangement of up to 10 objects (40-60) 

 To find one more or one less from a group of up to five objects, 
then ten objects. (40-60) 

 To show curiosity about numbers by offering comments or asking 
questions (30-50). 

 To show an interest in number problems (30-50). 

 To sometimes match numeral and quantity correctly (30-50). 

 To realise not only objects, but anything can be counted, 
including steps, claps or jumps (30-50) 

 To find the total number of items in two groups by counting all 
of them. (40-60) 

Shape, space and measure 
 To use shapes appropriately for tasks (30-50). 

 To begin to talk about the shapes of everyday objects, e.g. 
‘round’ and ‘tall’ (SSM, 30-50). 

 To show interest in shape by sustained construction activity or 
by talking about shapes or arrangements(30-50). 

 To show interest in shapes in the environment (30-50). 

 To use familiar objects and common shapes to create and 
recreate patterns and build models (40-60). 

 To begin to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and 
‘flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical terms to describe shapes (40-
60). 

 To Select a particular named shape (40-60). 

 To order 2 or 3 items by length or height (size) (40-60). 
 

 
 
 
 

 number sequence  
 

 the consistency of number values 
 

 using mathematical language in their play 
 

 the properties and names of simple 2D shapes 
 

 similar objects having an order or sequence 
 

 that numerical values can be represented by symbols (numerals) 
 

 simple patterns 
 

 using mathematical ideas and methods to solve practical 
problems 

 
 

 

 
 
 saying number names in order (forward and backward) 

 naming a set with a consistent number name 

 looking at a set of objects and knowing the number value 
without counting 

 using mathematical language in context during play to compare 
objects, describe shapes and count or estimate 

 sorting and matching shapes by comparing their properties 

 ordering objects or numbers in a given sequence i.e. by size  

 making consistent marks to represent a numerical value 
(numerals, tally) in context of their play 

 recognising written numerals in the environment and applying 
this to their play 

 talking about, recognising and recreating simple patterns 

 developing strategies to enable counting accuracy, making 
reasonable estimates of volume or quantity 

 knowing that removing or adding one object to a set will 
increase or decrease the numerical value by one 



Understanding of the World: 

 
People and communities 

 To show interest in the lives of people who are familiar to 
them (30-50). 

 To remember and talk about significant events in their own 
experience (30-50). 

 To know some of the things that make them unique, and can 
talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation 
to friends or family (30-50). 

 To show interest in the lives of people who are familiar to 
them (30-50). 

The world 
 To develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes 

over time (30-50). 

 To talk about some of the things they have observed such as 
plants, animals, natural and found objects (30-50). 

 To talk about why things happen and how things work (30-50). 

 To show care and concern for living things and the 
environment (30-50). 

 To comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place where they live or natural world. (30-
50) 

 To look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and 
change (40-60). 

Technology 
 To know how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD 

player and uses remote control (30-50). 

 To show skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting 
flaps to achieve effects such as sound, movements or new 
images (30-50). 

 To complete a simple program on a computer (40-60). 

  

 

 
 
 the variety and diversity of living things and objects 
 
 

 the geography of their new environment 
 
 

 the use of their senses to explore materials and texture 
 

 their past and the passage of time relating to events past and 
present 

 
 

 the significance of religious events and beliefs 
 

 of how ICT can support their learning 

 

 
 
 investigating and observing unfamiliar objects, materials and 

events by using their senses and asking questions of peers and 
adults 

 finding their way from one classroom to another both from 
within the corridor and from the reception playground 

 describing texture using appropriate vocabulary, joining and 
shaping materials using different joining techniques 

 sequencing events past, present and to come 

 discussing important or relevant events in their lives especially 
the transition to reception and the way it makes them feel 

 celebrating a significant event (Harvest) and its links to nature 
and beliefs 

 using the mouse with increasing control and accuracy to control 
living books and CD ROM programmes 

 using the controls on the tape recorder/CD to access tapes/CDs 
 



Expressive arts and design: 

 
Exploring and using media and materials 

 To sing a few familiar songs (30-50). 

 To begin to construct, stacking blocks vertically and 
horizontally, making enclosures and creating spaces (30-
50). 

 To use various construction materials (30-50). 

 To join construction pieces together to build and balance 
(30-50). 

 To manipulate materials to produce a planned effect (30-
50). 

 To imitate and movement in response to music (30-50). 

 To understand that different media can be combined to 
create new effects (40-60). 

 To construct with a purpose in mind, using a variety of 
resources (40-60). 

 To experiment to create different textures (40-60). 

 To explore what happens when they mix colours (40-60). 

 To explore the different sounds of instruments (40-60). 

 To begin to build a repertoire of songs and dances (40-60). 

Being imaginative 

 To engage in imaginative and role-play based on own first 
hand experiences (30-50). 

 To choose particular colours to use for a purpose (40-60). 

 To play cooperatively as part of a group to act out a 
narrative (40-60). 

 

 
 
 
 what happens when different colours are mixed 
 
 

 using colour and materials to represent things imagined and real 
 

 the sounds different instruments make 
 

 rhythm 
 
 

 using their voice to sing a repertoire of songs 
 
 
 

 playing imaginatively 

 

 

 
 mixing powder paint using school routines (glue spreader and 

palettes, making desired colour by experimentation and 
applying previous knowledge) 

 making representative pictures using appropriate techniques of 
painting, drawing, collage and modelling choosing / mixing 
colours to represent reality 

 using a variety of percussion instruments, shakers, chime bars to 
keep a steady pulse beat. 

 accompanying singing by using instruments (beaters or shakers) 
in time with the rhythm of the song (harvest festival 
performance) 

 learning the words of simple songs, starting singing together 
with a large group, participating in a  performance to peers and 
adults while showing good sitting and listening. 

 playing imaginatively, either independently or co-operatively, 
based on first hand or imaginary experiences  

 taking on and increasingly sustaining a role 

 using one object to represent another in their play 

 


